
 

Meeting report 

27th meeting of the “Multi-Stakeholder Platform on Protecting and Restoring the World’s 
Forests” With a focus on Deforestation and Forest Degradation 

(24 April 2024) 

 

1. Commission implementation updates  

- FAQs: The update is taking more time than the EC thought. The EC is currently coordinating 
with Member States to provide answers. The next update will thus be expected in May (rather 
than end of March as previously announced). It will comprise at least 30 questions-answers, 
including on traceability for composite products, traceability for product in silos, elements 
for declaration in excess, issue of downstream operators exporting from EU, packaging 
made from relevant commodities, etc. It will also include a new section on the Information 
System. 

- Guidance:  the publication of the guidance document is foreseen by the end of first half of 
this year. The EC is coordinating with Member States for this exercise. 

- Information System (see attachment 2a EUDR Information System):  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Comments: 

- An option has been introduced when creating a DDS to allow or not allow the sharing of the 
geocoordinates with the next actors. This raised concern among participants; if geolocation 
data are not visible to the customer, how can he exercise his due diligence obligation? – 

- The EC stated that the operator could choose whether to reveal geolocation information to 
actors further down the chain or not, as if he shares the reference to previous DDS, there is 



 

no need to reintroduce the geolocation information. Nevertheless, the EC reiterates that 
there is a clear provision in the EUDR that all DD-related info needs to be shared (including 
references of previous DDS), and that this also must be done outside of the IS. This is 
discussed currently with Member states and the specificities will be addressed in the next 
FAQ. 

- A DDS will be open for revisions for 72 hours. Nevertheless, the timing is limited to when the 
DDS was used for the related customer declaration. 

- The EC does not plan to have a second testing phase, as the first pilot testing was to test a 
very rough structure of the system in place. They will not be doing the same type of testing as 
the EC considers it is not necessary. Nevertheless, there will be an API conformance (open-
ended session) in June. 

- GeoJson will be the standard format. In the API, the operator must provide a producing 
country and, in some cases, the operator must add the area, when the geolocation 
information is large (nevertheless, it cannot exceed 25 mb - if the data is too heavy, the 
approach would be to reduce the resolution of the polygon). Search will be normally done 
through the DDS reference number, not by geolocation coordinates. 

- With regards to the area of a "point" in the geolocation, it will be an optional value. Operators 
can add this value if they see it useful, but it will not be compulsory. 

- Technical specifications to develop API will be shared in May. 
- There will be a second pilot test during the summer, but it will only be for the API. 
- TRACES support will be available only for IT-related problems. 
- Member States will be trained as trainers to provide training at national level. 
- Operators would be able to start submitting DDS as of 16 December 2024. 
- Member States can also join the IS API, and access the information, but for that the Member 

States will also need to develop their own system for the API.  

Some participants have expressed concern that the IS would go beyond the provisions of the 
EUDR. Some competent authorities have asked for urgent detailed information on the 
information system, while others referred to the postponement of the application as requested 
by several stakeholders. 

2. Team Europe Initiative  

 



 

 

 

Presentation of the Coffee & Forest Program (see attachment 2b INTPA presentation) 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Kathrin Renner presented the new programme to be implemented in Central America. At this 
stage, technical information cannot be provided. In a nutshell, this programme is part of a 
sustainable trade project. It aims at regional perspective and is based on integration, the 
reasoning being that the highest volume is produced in Honduras, but there is a varying level of 
organisation in the countries of the region. The main component is that trading coffee partners 



 

communicate, exchange information, and promote the implementation of policies. The 
programme supports the establishment of regional public collaboration, in particular to address 
the issues of smallholders and to improve access to financial instruments. 

Presentation by ITC: ITC MARKUP II programme (see attachment 2b ITC presentation) 

 

3. Smallholders 

This agenda point only consisted in 5 presentations and a short Q&A for specific questions on 
those presentations. 

Presentation by GIZ (also focus on coffee) (see attachment 3a GIZ presentation) 

Presentation by FONAP (see attachment 3b FONAP presentation) 

Presentation by Tree Map (see attachment 3c Tree Map presentation) 

Presentation Michelin (see attachment 3d Michelin presentation) 

Presentation by PEMPEM (see attachment 3e PemPem presentation) 

 

4. Legality and Traceability, experience of MS competent authorities (with EUTR) 

Presentation by the Dutch Competent Authority 

The Dutch Competent Authority presents 2 cases, one for which the operator did provide more 
information than for the other case. Nevertheless, considering the lack of documentation and 
the lack of relevant mitigation measures, the court followed the opinion of the CA that it was 
insufficient, and the operators were therefore fined. The representative stressed that 
certification schemes can help, although they should not be considered as a green lane for 
companies, which are expected to check every documentation. 

In courts, in the Netherlands, companies have always claimed that it was difficult to do DD. 
Nevertheless, the courts have always deemed the EUTR clear in terms of requirements. 

Presentation by the Czech Competent Authority  

The Czech CA referred to inspections carried out in 2028-2019. They stressed that when the 
cases reached the court, the latter was always following the same decision as the one of the CA. 

Presentation by the German Competent Authority 

For cooperation, Germany is willing to share knowledge among MS and promote the exchange of 
good examples. Indeed, good examples on risk assessment and mitigations do exist, but they 
are as good as they are used. Often experience shows that some tools are well designed by the 
operators, but that they have not been implemented properly (often in the case of relevance of 
the mitigation measures compared to the risk those measures are supposed to mitigate).  

5. Traceability 

This agenda point only consisted in 4 presentations and a short Q&A for specific questions on 
those presentations. 

Presentation of GPSNR: Experiences in the rubber sector (see attachment 5a GPSNR 
presentation) 



 

Link for the Operational Guidance and Legality Studies: 
https://sustainablenaturalrubber.org/news-publications/public-consultation-gpsnr-operational-
guidance-for-eudr-in-the-natural-rubber-supply-chain/ 

Presentation Aid Environment and Client Earth: Overview of traceability systems and good 
practices (see attachment 5b AidEnv+ClientEarth presentation) 

Presentations by Grepalma and Anacafé: Experiences in Guatemala in the coffee and palm oil 
supply chains (see attachments 5c GREPALMA presentation and 5c ANACAFE presentation) 

Comment: 

- EUDR information translated in different languages (unofficial translations) are available on 
the EEAS website. For example, the information in Vietnamese is available here: 
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eudr-documents-vietnam_en?s=184#86460 

 

6. AOB 

- Update on benchmarking: the EC stated that in practical terms, the implementation is not 
hindered by the fact that all the countries are considered as standard risk. The EC has 
started working on the benchmarking exercise, but it is a complex exercise, so they stressed 
they needed time. They also reiterated that they would enter into dialogue with each country 
that might be at risk of being classified as high-risk for the EUDR. 

- Next meeting: now scheduled on 20 June 2024 (the May one is cancelled). Should there be 
any update beforehand, the EC will share it in writing.   
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