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Key facts: BRITISH

64% Unknown 1of 4

reported proportion of LIK range of uncertainty in reported High-nisk exporters subject

packaging waste recycled in packaging recycling rates to a compliance visit in 2017,

2017 against a target of 55% a lower proportion than
low-risk companies




GAES

11 million

7,002

£73 million

Sixfold

government’s estimate of tonnes of packaging used by UK
households and businesses in 2017

companies that registered as having packaging obligations across
the UK in 2017

amount raised by the system UK-wide to help fund recycling of
packaging waste in 2017

increase in exports of packaging material for recycling abroad
between 2002 and 2017, with exports accounting for half of the
packaging reported as recycled in 2017

compliance visits to recyclers and exporters carried out by the
Ervironment Agency in 2016-17, against a target of 346

unannounced site visits carmed out by the Environment Agency
in 201718, covering 1.4% of accredited English recyclers and exporters

BRITISH




Recycling rates:

The impact of WRAP and Valpak's dIHI‘y‘&;IH on ﬂ&[ll’T‘Id[[}h of pa:.kcuglnq
recycling rates

Each material flow report altered the existing packaging quantity estimates for their respective
materials. This also changed the reportad recycling rate for each material

Matarial Year of Changa to waste on Pravious Reovisad
pulblicaticn the markat astimate racycla rate recycle rate

(%) (%) (%)
Glass 23 13 &0 68

Metal 2014 20 =T 63
Plaslic 2014 13

Paporicard A6 422 B0

Wiood 2016 127 A0

Notas

1 Hevisad figures ara anly used going lorsard and prosious recycling rales aeo ot reasibed
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4 WHAF 18 tha Washe and Resources Action Programima,

4 The changs o tho wasts on fha markel estimalo shows by bow much Bho estirnaks from thae WRAP repors ditlened
[rom Ui preacLs asbrmalo lor tha sarme yoar used Dy i Dapartimanl for Ervanonrmant, Food & Fural Allaks,

Source: The Wasio and Hesourcas Aclion Programene mmalorsal fow raporns




Vs 6 EU countries:

Cosls 1o obligated companies for each tonne of packaging recycled in the UK
and six other EU countries in 2014
The UK has significantly lower costs to business than other EU countries
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Notos
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Thi sehame cast includas all compliance and adminisiative s borra by packaging producans in sach counbry,
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Recycling destinations — plastic

Recycling destinations of plastic packaging waste

In 2017 China was the most significant foreign customer for the UK’s plastic packaging waste, receiving 25% of exports.
The next most significant customers were Malaysia, Poland and Turkey, who each received 11% of exports in 2017

Exports accounted for 66% of plastic recovery noles issued in 2017, with the remaining 34% issued by UK reprocessors.

Recycling destinations of UK plastic packaging waste 2017
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Plastic recycling in 2018:

Data for the first quarter of 2018 show thatl China's
share of the market has reduced significantly as a
rasult of its new restnctions an the guality of wasta
exportadd, i the first quarer of 2017 1 recalvad
A0% of the UK's plastic exports, wharsas in thi
samea tima panod for 2018 il recaved only 3%.

Tha most significant foregn markals for plastic
packaging waste in the first quarter of 2018 wara:

= Malaysia (17%);
Tiarkoeny (16%);
Paland (129%);
Indonasia (1%); and
The Netharlands (99%),
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Conclusions: BRITISH

* However, the system appears to have evolved into a comfortable way for
government to meet targets without facing up to the underlying recycling
Issues.

* The government has no evidence that the system has encouraged
companies to minimise packaging or make it easy to recycle.

* And it relies on exporting materials to other parts of the world without
adequate checks to ensure this material is actually recycled, and without
consideration of whether other countries will continue to accept it in the
long-term

* Our overall sense is that over a long period government has allowed the
obligations to keep rolling forward without asking the important questions.



Recommendations: BRITISH

* Improve its approach to estimating packaging recycling rates.

* Evaluate the scale of fraud and error within the system, including the
extent of contamination in waste exports.

 Establish clear objectives for the reformed system, covering outputs
and outcomes

e Understand how the system works alongside other interventions as
part of a coherent waste strategy
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